
Reception 

 Hello Reception! We hope that you have enjoyed a little rest over the half term and managed to enjoy some time in the sunshine in 
your garden or walks with your family. We are still missing you so much! But look forward to welcoming some of you back to school on 
the 3rd June. Please know, at this time our biggest focus is the children’s mental wellbeing- this is paramount in our planning as always, 
but more emphasis will be on supporting the children and their feelings during this unusual time. We respect that many of you are 
choosing to keep your child at home; if you decide you wish for your child to return to school at a later date, we would be very grateful 
if you could let the office know by emailing office@oldburypark.worcs.sch.uk so we can plan effectively for their return.  So, with some 
children in school and some at home, we have decided we will focus on one story a week that we can explore together at home and in 
school. The topic for this half term is ‘Julia Donaldson’- We all love her books and know that some of her books are already extremely 
popular with the children. We can’t wait to explore her brilliant stories with you. Please continue sending us your learning via Tapestry- 
it would be great to show this to some of the children in school and for us to share with you what we are doing too. Stay safe, stay strong, 
keep smiling and we can’t wait to see you again soon! 
The Reception Team   

 

EVERY DAY 

Daily Maths lessons - 
https://whiterosemaths.com/
homelearning/ 
Click on ‘Home Learning -Early 
Years’. Then choose ‘Summer 
Term - Week 6’. 
This week’s story will be 
based around the book ‘The 
Snail and the Whale’ by Julia 
Donaldson. 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=EmMnaSkeKqQ 
 
Watch a ‘number of the day 
video’ for any numbers 11-20 
you need to practise. 

 
 
Vocabulary challenge!  
Can you find a way to use 
these maths words in your 
everyday routine? 
 
more than, fewer than, 
heavier, lighter, equal, full, 
half full, empty, nearly empty, 
nearly full. 
 
 

By now, children should be confident with all of phase 3 
phonemes but still be revisiting what they have learnt already. 
Please continue to revisit all phase 3 phonemes (see sound mat). 
Phase 4 phonics teaching is about consolidating and refining their 
knowledge, introducing more spelling patterns, tricky words, and 
increasing vocabulary. In phase 4 phonics we: practise reading and 
spelling CVCC words (‘bump', 'nest', ‘belt,’ ‘milk’, etc), practise 
reading and spelling high frequency words, practise reading and 
writing  in sentences and learn more tricky words, including ‘have,’ 
‘like,’ ‘some,’ ‘little’. Children should now be blending confidently 
to work out new words. They should be starting to be able to read 
words straight off, rather than having to sound them out. They 
should also be able to write every letter, mostly correctly. Have a 
go at singing phase 4 tricky words: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOzgR1ANc4 

This week we are revisiting the digraph ‘oo’ which makes two 
different sounds. It can make the short ‘u’ sound in ‘look/book’ 
and the long ‘oo’ sound in ‘zoom/spoon’. 

Monday- short oo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vR47jG-imRo 
Tuesday- Recap short oo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxRPWvTMd3o 
Wednesday –  long oo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfMKV_9agiY 
Thursday – Recap long oo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONgqoexO8gY 
Friday – handwriting and tricky words. Practise the ‘zig zag 
monster’ letters this week. (attached) Can you find anything in 
your house that has week’s sounds in it? Have a go at writing the 
tricky word ‘’. Can you use it in a sentence?  

Read one of your books from 
school or find a new one on the 
Oxford Owl website.  
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for
-home/find-a-book/library-
page/?view=image&query=&type
=book&age_group=Age+4-
5&level=&level_select=&book_ty
pe=&series=# 
 
Why not read a book to your child, 
share a magazine or listen to a 
free audio book together? 

 
Can you find any rhyming words? 
https://www.childrens-
stories.net/poems-and-rhyming-
stories/poems-and-rhyming-
stories.htm 
Play a game on the phonics play 
website. Select “phase 3” for the 
appropriate level.  
www.phonicsplay.com 
Username: march20 
Password: home 
*Why not have a go at ‘speed time 
challenge’- great for building 
speed and identifying which 
graphemes you need to practise 
more. 

 

Additional tasks for this week (01/6/20) 
Our topic this half term is ‘Julia Donaldson. This week all our activities are based around the book ‘The Snail and the Whale’ We love this 

story! It has lots of rhyme in it! 
Choose at least one of the activities below and have a go. 

Literacy- In the story there are lots of rhyming words. Have a go at creating your own rhyming ladder! Find as many words as you can that 
rhyme with ‘cat’ (attached) or make up your own rhyming ladder! You could race someone in your family too! 

Expressive arts and design- The story took place at the seaside. Can you create an under the sea picture or creature by drawing, painting 
or collage? 

Self-confidence/awareness/Speaking- Even though the snail is small, he tries to help the whale. Think about your abilities. Is there 
anything that you thought you couldn’t do but found out you could do when you tried? 
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Add sound buttons or cut up the pictures and words to play a matching game. Try sorting the words in to ‘long oo’  like moon 

and ‘short oo’ like roof. 



  



  



 

Rhyme  

Ladder 

    7 

      6 

     5 

    4 

    3 

   2 

   1 

 

 

 

Target word: 
 

  

cat 

Encourage creation 

of new words 

which rhyme with 

the target one. 

Write the new 

words in the gaps 

of the ladder. Can 

YOU reach the 

top? 



 

  

Cut up the cards and find the matching rhymes. 



 

 

 

  

Can you make up your own silly rhyming 

cards? 



  

Can you spot the odd one out on each strip? 



 



Monday 1st June 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

  

  



Tuesday 2nd June 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

  



Wednesday 3rd June 

 

 

  



 

  



  Thursday 4th June 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 

  
Friday 5th June 



 

  



  



 

 


